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08.45 Welcome note
Dr. Marta Fadda
Institute of Public Health
Faculty of Biomedical Sciences - USI

09.00 Ensuring quality in qualitative research
Prof. Peter Salmon
University of Liverpool

Quality, or rigour, in qualitative research relies on researchers making good 
judgments at every stage of the research process from refining the research 
question to interpreting the data. Although quality ‘checklists’ are often 
advocated as ensuring rigour, they can have the unintended effect of 
degrading researchers’ readiness to think hard about their methods and  
to make good judgments about them. This workshop presents a framework 
that can point researchers to the judgments they need to make at each 
stage of the research process. To guide them through making these 
judgments, the framework draws on fundamental principles of qualitative 
enquiry, emphasising the need for the research question to shape the choice 
of methods, and for data interpretation to reflect the constraints of those 
methods.

12.00 Lunch break

13.00 Qualitative evidence synthesis
Dr. Evi Germeni
University of Glasgow

Quantitative systematic reviews examining the effectiveness of interventions 
have been valuable in identifying “what works”, but fall short when it comes 
to explaining the reasons why an intervention works (or not). This half-day 
workshop will: (a) introduce participants to qualitative evidence synthesis 
(QES); (b) discuss the added value QES can bring to evidence-based 
practice and health policy making; and (c) provide an overview of available 
methods, with particular emphasis on meta-ethnography, currently 
constituting the most commonly used method for synthesizing published 
qualitative literature.

16.00 General discussion and Q&A
Moderated by Dr. Marta Fadda

09.00 Extending the value of qualitative research
Dr. Julia Frost
University of Exeter

In a review of existing literature about patient experiences of diabetes,  
we identified nearly 100 qualitative studies conducted in the UK, but  
the studies did not reference or build on each other, contribute to an 
overarching body of knowledge, or progress our understanding. Subse-
quently, strenuous attempts have been made to extend the value of primary 
qualitative research; for example through both the involvement of patients 
and members of the public in the design and conduct of the research, and 
by designing qualitative research in combination with quantitative research, 
for example as part of clinical trials. Both attempt to make the findings  
of qualitative studies more useful. This workshop draws on the leader’s 
engagement with this issue over recent years, and through worked 
examples (of working with patient representatives and mixed methods)  
we will explore key issues or consideration.

12.00 Closing remarks


